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Principles of MAXISTRIPÊ 

MaxistripÊ is an industrial strength paint stripper. It has excellent adhesion to the wall, very rapid 
action and has an industrial surfactant (detergent) built in. The surfactant allows the applicator to 
remove any residues easily and quickly, with no concern on the adhesion of sealer coats. The system 
was developed in New Zealand by Systemax.  
 
To date we have found no comparative systems either here or overseas.  

Due to the health risks involved in dealing with lead based paints and the importance regarding safe 
use of MaxistripÊ and Systemax technology, we supply only to painting professionals. 
 
The process is simple. The applicator applies MaxistripÊ to the surface with our low pressure airless 
spray system INDUS 20. The product is then left for a dwell time to penetrate then you scrape the 
paint off. In the case of weatherboard homes the removal is normally done with a linbide blade. 
However different substrates can allow different approaches to removal. 
 
Systemaxsô spray application unit INDUS 20 has been designed with the safety of the operator in 
mind. We have developed a no contact application system, which is safe, efficient and effective. The 
first time an applicator needs to come into contact with MaxistripÊ is when the paint has been coated 
and ready for removal. The INDUS 20ôs spray gun produces a low-pressure fan, this reduces blow 
back onto the applicators face and body. Our studies on application machinery have ruled out all 
other airless sprayers, for safety and chemical incompatibility. High pressure sprayers cause blow 
back and over spray. This can result in damage to other surfaces and the environment.  
 
This is why we had to develop our own application technology. 

The paint is moist when it is removed, this ensures there is virtually no dust or flakes to blow into your 

clients yard, or if working inside, throughout their home. The Systemaxôs systemôs is much less 

invasive, as it reduces the sanding required, and in many cases no sanding is required. No noisy 

grinding for the client to tolerate for weeks on end. 

Using the MaxistripÊ system. 

MaxistripÊ was originally developed as a system for fast and clean removal of paint from the exterior 
of houses. 
 
We have since developed MaxistripÊ to be versatile and effective on many Industrial/Automotive 
paint coatings, internal paint and polyurethane removal. 
 

Advantages 

1).The low pressure particalization allows a clean and even build of product on to the object.                                                                                                                                                 

2). The Application system means no contact or pouring of product.                                                                   

3). Enables applicator to remove lead paints without site contamination by paint fumes or dust.         

4). Enables applicator to effectively work with asbestos without high levels of asbestos dust.               

5). Process is quiet which makes it attractive to clients. No sanding and grinding for weeks on end.              

6). Makes it cost effective for your clients (Increasing your target market).                                                  

7). Significantly Reduces                                                                                                                                  

 a) Contamination of product as is seen when applying with brush or roller.   

 b) Discomfort due to constant contact.       

 c) The slow nature of brush and roller application.           

 d) Lead Dust and/or Asbestos Dust. 
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Spraying machine:  INDUS 20. 
 
This unit is designed for tradespersons that specialise in existing home repaints. 
 
It is easy to use and is designed to take our 20 litre containers. The trolley is manufactured out of 304 
Stainless Steel. The wheels are high quality plastic castings with industrial bearings and pneumatic 
tyres. The compressors are industrial grade chromium lined bore, oiless compressors. This allows the 
unit to be transported in any position. The pumps are Swedish manufactured of caste aluminium, 
PTFE diaphragms and stainless steel ball valves. The fluid fittings are stainless steel and the guns 
are brass and aluminium. INDUS 20 has been designed to be solid and reliable with a 1 year parts 
and labour warranty. 
 
These units have been designed to be robust and reliable to give painters many years of reliable 
usage. 
 

MaxistripÊ and Indus20 have been developed, and manufactured by Systemax. 
Systemax is a solely New Zealand owned and operated company. 
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Using MaxistripÊ as a PREP-TOOL 

 

Directions for use 
 
Make sure you read the label first and have an SDS sheet with you.   

Please keep in mind that we are assuming you are working in conditions which would be conducive to 

exterior painting. Very cold conditions, wind, rain etc will seriously impair worker productivity and 

product performance. If you can't apply paint due to the conditions then it is a good indication that it's 

not going to be efficient to use MaxistripÊ.  

Lay down a layer of industrial felt (Syntex), then a layer of plastic and our steel catch trays to catch 
the paint scrapings. The plastic and catch trays will prevent clogging of the Syntex.  
 
Testing a sample area is necessary to determine the wait time ódwell timeô. This is the period required 
to penetrate the desired layers of paint. 
 
The number of workers and ódwell timeô will dictate the area initially covered. Once the ódwell timeô is 
over, you can then apply Maxistrip ahead of you. This way you are always working into an area in 
which MaxistripÊ has had time to function.  
 
Follow the start up guide (supplied) to ready INDUS 20 for spraying. For one person, spray 
MaxistripÊ on an area approx 3-5 m² ensuring an even coverage.  
 
We recommend that areas sheltered under large surfeits that do not necessarily need to be stripped, 
be stripped anyway. By the time you have tried to prep them with normal sanding, 9 times out of 10 
itôs just as fast to incorporate those areas into the stripping process, and as a result you also achieve 
superior preparation. 
 
Once ódwell timeô has lapsed, scrape off with a tungsten carbide scraper. Most of our clients when 
dealing with lead base paints take more caution when scraping back a home. They find that using a 
linbide to feather the paint as they go saves having to sand at the end of the process. This helps to 
guard against lead that has leached into the timber being released with sanding.  
                         
If the coating has cracking into previous paint coats MaxistripÊ has a tendency to penetrate through 

the cracks. The advantage of this is that in many instances it allows the process to be self levelling 

back to solid substrate.  

 

Residue paint caught in the drop trays can be scraped into the plastic and disposed of appropriately. 

Having removed the plastic, the Syntex is left on the ground. 

 

The surfactant in MaxistripÊ will allow inert residue to be removed when washed. Over spray on 

glass can be removed the same way. Wash off the house with water and a nylon brush or scouring 

pad (preferred). Some clients wash the house off using a water-blaster. This can work well however 

only skilled operators should attempt this as there is a significant difference between a water wash 

and a water blast. The water will flow through the Syntex but small flakes, residue, etc, will be 

trapped. As a result you have a clean work site, a happy client and less clean-up. 

 

All you need to do is to sand the substrate. No acrylics binding, clogging and not being feathered. 

Your client gets a far superior paint preparation and you significantly reduce the risk of returning to a 

job that is peeling and bubbling due the new paint pulling unsound layers off underneath.                 
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We have found that on normal applications one application is sufficient. Under these circumstances 2 

- 3 m² per litre is a realistic expectation howeveré If lead based paints are present, a second 

application is almost always necessary; accordingly the m² per litre rate will alter. 

Testing has indicated that a small 3 bedroom home can be prepared to solid substrate by 2 people 

within 2 days with the use of 40-80 Lt of Maxistrip ($400 - $800.00).  

  Lead Based Paints. 
 

With lead based paint the problem of containment becomes even more vital. 

 Not only do you need to keep the work place clean, the health and safety of yourself and the client 

become critical factors. Lead is very invasive and once it has contaminated an area it is very difficult 

to remove. There are increasing incidences of people becoming very ill and suffering symptoms as 

serious as brain damage, depression, impaired memory, numbness, muscle weakness, diarrhoea, 

nausea, from home owners sanding and stripping lead base paints without an awareness of the 

consequences, or proper safety measures.  

Pricing for your client is always a constraint but if your client can afford it, it is best to advise them to 

do a complete lead paint removal. Some leaching will have occurred into the timber but this way, lead 

encapsulation is achieved better. 

These are important considerations with the removal of lead base paints. 

Be very careful if sanding. 

Throw the Syntex away at the end of the job.                                                                                           

If you have removed back to solid substrate but not done a complete removal it is often good practice 

to advise the client that leaching can start to occur through paint coats as time progresses. 

Fortunately the public are becoming aware of the dangers of lead paint many are now coming to 

painting professionals to remove it safely for them. 

Using Systemaxôs MaxistripÊ should enable you to remove almost all paint coatings with alacrity and 

safety, while keeping your prices client friendly.  

Impervious Bases 

When using MaxistripÊ on steel or other water impervious bases, after application, brush with a hard 

nylon broom or scourer and then brush off with water. Water blasting can be effective but it is messy 

and often does not remove the softened layers under the totally denatured layers. (For wood homes 

etc we recommend a tungsten carbide scraper as the best and most effective removal system.) 
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Sample House.  (Paint Removal to Solid Substrate not complete 

strip) 

This house was a built in 1955, it is a three bedroom rimu weatherboard state house. There were 

three top coats, an undercoat and a primer. There was no lead base on the house. Wooden windows 

and one set of French doors. 

Dimensions were ,   12m long x 8m wide x 3m high. 

    800mm surfeits. 

    3 x 100 mm base boards.   

                                          164 sq metres. 

    
 One application of MaxistripÊ was required. The window rebates were not stripped as weather 

exposure was minimal. (Rebates seldom require more than clean and light sand). 

If stripping rebates, allow for more masking film and time. The house was stripped back and sanded 

in 18 working hours by 2 people 70%-80% of the home was stripped back to bare timber.70 litres of 

paint stripper was used.       

 Material costs 

              164 Sq Meters 

MaxistripÊ 70 litres   20 litre = $ 177.33  excl   $        620.67 

Tungsten 
Blades 10 Blades           $         60.00 

Drop Sheets 
Roll 50m Roll   10 Micron       $         18.96 

Masking Tape 1 roll x 18 mm   (For masking off guttering when doing fascia.) $           2.48 

Masking 
Paper 

288 mm x  50 
Mt         $           4.54 

Tyvek 
Overalls  2 Pair           $         32.24 

Gloves   4 Pair           $         10.84 

              Materials $        129.06 

            Total  $        749.73  

            per metre rate $           4.57 

              Labour  36 Hrs  

With lead base paints and homes with many paint layers, at least 2 coats will be required. As a result 

complete removal can take 2 - 3 times as long and up to twice as much product, in our opinion it 

would be wise to work on this assumption, until you become conversant with Systemax's working 

parameters. You will find that windows and doors in particular are so much faster to prep compared to 

normal sanding. We have clients who will not prepare a window, any other way, no matter what the 

criteria. Mouldings, railings and finicky bits always use time and product far in excess of there size. So 

please keep these factors in mind when quoting. 

Sample house 
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PLEASE READ THE PRODUCT SAFETY CARD and SDS OF THIS BOOKLET. 

 

Health and Safety 

Though carbon filter negative pressure masks can be used, ventilation is paramount. The filters will 

not last more than several hours at high concentrations. Change filters the moment you smell 

MaxistripÊ. When using internally, unless exceptionally well ventilated, use air fed mask. Wear safety 

glasses to prevent contact with eyes. Wear gloves, skin exposure is painful and should be avoided. 

Keep in mind that you may be using MaxistripÊ regularly over the course of your career.  Exposure 

levels should be kept to a minimum. We are aware that the cost of safety gear especially air fed 

masks can seem expensive, but all Safety Gear is 100 % Tax Deductible, we urge you to look after 

yourself. 

NB safe lead base paint removal is not complicated; it is all about simple common sense with 

safety practices. So be clean, be tidy and be careful and you can perform a successful and 

safe job. 

Environmental Health and Safety  

Contact with plants will burn leaves but will not kill roots It has a short troposphere lifetime of 
approximately six months. Evaporated solvent dissolves in the atmosphere very rapidly; as a result 
United Nations Environmental Programme does not assign any ozone depletion potential to this 
product. It is one of the most thoroughly tested of all commonly available industrial solvents. 
Systemax has designed its systems with these criteria as a guideline. It is often wise to protect 
yourself by taking a soil sample prior to the job start. This enables you to have a start point for your 
work and will able you to protect yourself should a complaint of contamination occur.  
 

Working with any Paint Removers  
 
Make sure the workers are conversant with the chemical they are using if using chemical strippers.  
 
Obtain from the manufacturer of the chemical a full SDS sheet. Have with you a Product Safety Card.  
  
This is OSH requirement. All the paint remover manufacturers by law must have these in a 16 point 
format and Environment Protection Authority HSR product coding.  
 
Make sure you have read and understand the SDS Sheet and abide by the recommendations. 
 

Methylene Chloride base Paint Removers. 
 
 This is the most common type. It is fast, and cost effective. It is a strong chemical and must be 
treated with caution. Follow the manufacturerôs instructions. Some typical products of this type are: ---
---Systemax MaxistripÊ 30,MaxistripÊ240 Selleys Quick Strip, Wattyl Strip Away, etc. Many 
additives can be found in this type of stripper. Beware of chemicals with Phenols in them, they can be 
more acutely harmful than ones not containing it, so extra caution must be taken.  
 

Benzyl Alcohol based paint removers. 

 
These are a slower type of paint remover. It can take several hours and sometimes overnight. It is 
expensive, slow but can be effective. It is dangerous as with all paint removers. You should not 
atomise it i.e. do not use airless sprayer. Read manufacturers Instruction carefully, Some typical 
products of this type are: ----- Systemax- MAXISTRIPÊ 240 and MAXISTRIPÊ 30   Wattyl Removall, 
Sea to Sky 
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Pyrrolidine based paint removers 
 
These are not so common, they are slow and expensive. IT IS A REPRODUCTIVE TOXIN. Often one 
must be wary of the PH of these, it has been known to cause problems if not neutralised and washed 
very carefully. Read manufacturers instructions some typical products of this type are        Peel Away 

 

Personal Safety 

You as a painting professional not only do you get exposed to lead but also to the products you use 

for removing it. Lead dust, lead fume, and chemical fume. Regular lead level tests are important, to 

insure you remain healthy. 

 

         

 

PLEASE READ THE PRODUCT SAFETY CARD and SDS OF THIS BOOKLET. 
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